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Creating Templates for a
Complex Shape

- By David Richards | Jan 14, 2009
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After you've worked through creating a complex shape in SketchUp, going to the shop
to make it in wood can be another thing entirely. You can, however create profile
templates from the SketchUp model to help you shape the wood.

For this example I'm using the leg from Mario Rodriguez’s Coffee Table in Mahogany in
FWW182. I already drew this leg for an earlier blog post and now I'm working in
reverse. I'm going to use a plugin called ‘Slicer3.rb’ by TIG. Mr. Rodriguez made
profile gauges of this sort to allow him to check the shape of this leg as he was
working on it.




1 copied the leg component out away from the model.

And then I selected Slicer from the Plugins menu. A dialog box pops up which
prompts you for slice spacing, slice thickness, slice orientation, layer and color. This
leg is 15 tall so I decided on 3” spacing for this example. I set the thickness to 0 and
orientation to ‘Z’.

After clicking OK, the plugin asks if the slice spacing should be equalized to which I
respond Yes. Then it asks if it should add a number to each slice. I opeted for ‘No’ in
this case. Then it asks if the original should remain hidden. I choose ‘Yes” and finally
it asks if the slices should be flattened. The plugin will put them all on the same plane
if desired. I answer ‘Yes’ which generates a copy of the sllices on the ground plane.
Before flattening the slices look like this.




After flattening I rearranged the slices to fit in a smaller area.

At this point we’re ready to set up for printing them as a template. I set Camera to
Parallel Projection and set the View to the Top view. I zoomed in to fill the drawing
window with the templates.
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Then go to Print Preview and set things up as shown in the next image. Note that
both Fit to Page and Use Model Extents are both unchecked. Make sure that under
Scale, In the Printout and In SketchUp show the same values. Also check to see how
many pages your template will require. If your templates won't all fit on the same
page you might need to do this in several steps zooming in on one or two at a time. In
this case there’s no trouble though.
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Here's the preview image of the printout then. We're ready to print and head to the
shop to find some thin template stock.
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Queen Anne Side Chair  Build a Contemporary

with Dan Faia Sideboard

With its graceful curves, cabriole legs, Chris Gochnour's sideboard combines Modeling etched glass in
and ornamental back splat, a Queen Anne  usefulness, strength, and beauty in a SketchUp

side chair is a bucket list build for many contemporary case piece

woodworkers. Dan Faia had a very

specific Queen...
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